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arkcloth was made throughout Uganda primarily on a domestic
basis. Each household had its own barkcloth trees which
individually could yield up to 50 strippings.

An 18" (46cm) wide strip of bark from the Omutuba (Ficus Nantalesis)
can be beaten by successive corrugated mallets into a cloth over 7ft
(84"/213cm) broad.

Barkcloth was used for a wide variety of clothing, also bedding, wall
hangings and sacks; other uses were payment for the rent of the tand,
batter trade and bride priie cum dowry. And even at the present day,
the use of this cloth is de regueur ot certain purposes and on certain
occasions, The finest came from Sango in Buddu county. Since 1975
Artist M ugalula-Mukiibi of Uganda after exhaustive research and
scholarship about the history and traditional Ganda producing of the
unique material, coupled with an authoritative desertation, innovatively
started using it for making works of Art infinitely embracing aesthetic
motifs which are unique to him and have acquired extraordinary
popularity among art lovers and collectors of Art worldwide.
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Os "Barkcloth" eram utilizados no Uganda,
em primeiro lugar, para uso dom6stico.
Cada casa poqsuia as. suas .pr6prias irvores
de "Barkcloth''que individ urlmente podiam

fornecerat6 40 tiras.''' - '

Uma tira com 46 cm de largura da figueira
Omutuba ( FicusNantalesis ) pode ser
trabalhada por diversos malhos at6 se tornar
num tecido com mais de 213 cm de

comprimento.

Os "Barkcloth" ertrm utilizados parx

confeccionar uma grande ,'variedade d.'{
vestu{rio, assim.como, sacas, rouplls de cama

e pa in eis murais.
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The World Exposition
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Tbe Wortd Expo 2O0O Tbeme:. "Humankind-Nature-Technologyt,
fFle U nited Nation s conference on eniroment *,hich \\as the genesis offie Expo

I 20OO fomulaEdapenda2l \hosephilosophywasthatthecomingmilleruium
I should wisely use science and technology to exploit natqe's resources for the

good ofmaakind.As development takes place under the hfluence ofscience and tech-
nologl, the enviroment must be protected for tle good ofMarkind.

in confomiry with, hdeed in considelation ofsupr4l take pieasure in observing that I
have for several decadesbeen releva:rti1,, modeslly addressingthe same philosophy,
thereafter I feel it is befitting and timely for me 10 present to rhe world via Expo 2OOO
Mugaiula's Legacy ofTlIE AIiCIENT CRAFT OF BARKCLOTH IN UGANDA

The presentation is abudaltly laced with visual aesthetics, Mugalula's Artq'ori<s, slm-
bolising warm salutations to humankind tom Uga,]]da the souce ofrhe mightyNile,
elegantly lying astride the Equator.

Utilising tbe instanttv naturallv regrowing skio ofNatu:e's Barkcloth Trees, Emituba
in Luganda and Ficus Naltalesis in Latia, through modest Traditional science and tech-
nology, aspects I have th". honourto hereby demonstate, indeedsimulate, Uganda ani-
sans pn:xJuca'manufacnae the unjque barkcloth rnalerial for huma.rkiad's use as, i erdii4
clothing, bedding, t-ading ard admirably NOW clima{ng in my Lurique innovative haad-
made produc6 ofar! iniinerely embracing the materia.l - visual uorks ofart for human-
ki,rd s consumption uorldwide.

Rholesale Orders are please welcon .



'i

-$+-e g-"fu'

Q,L,UJBUJG

ffi RlfrtE\+il, JJ > rBfi< E btrL(v.* LL. &affit*fr
1}HCItfrE#.tr.ffitelb-ph6 L. -&ii.B 50 ft*r&&Ef
5:tlrrH**LL.

Omutuba (#4 Ficus Nirntaiesis)i.b*iB'&ak 18 4 vf

11-;Llk- 
"afr,XLffiffi.b4ihyL 

La#*tz; L. ^tx|:-
,,(flq[. 6 *ffi fi 4: lF 6 kd> t.-.- r6'p p ffiv thhn>* Lf-. z
i:1i. 'tEE4ELoat ==*, /3[EI /rr,\*:*fr\,p f*7
.t FJ€ t- T *;, . jt B + o +'tii r: r+X* +:tfr ,fi &€ 7 o ffi T
k1T h ),r{x ffiJ- r: )lz t. t o a l . *J"

H 3&<3 * L/:. *.tt{fi.aBt&:t,1,<t*. l:tro€H. A
f+#,ffi4l. ieL?.Dffih?ffi*Alr l" L,L<ib'fE,H 3tu<,b)* L
t:L. 4 E <" 6 : oZE it. trHffi €o E Hltj & {,N++Er J /t+E 6
(r i€ffi 5 fl ( t"' r'r, lE Ef, i J Buddu E[o) sango (lE E 3 /'t
( v. * L. /:. t975 +D)*, 

' 
JJ'> r Q *'frn*<' h 6

Mugalula-Mukiibi,i. fi" :, f fF^fi\ lF 6 a a 1 =*, trfrt+
lr r r \ r fldE F! /r,E E B! /r b U l: l-^ff finfrfr f. I (jl.fAil A .



dEiIt
ft
Qri

EXPO
2@5 ACH|

ARTIST MUGALU LA.M.U KI I B I1 OF UGANDA
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UGANDA PAVILLION, AICHI, JAPAN
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Wholesale orders are piease llelcome
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TESSUTO DI CORTECCIA

ll tessuto di corteccia viene prodotto localmente e, ricavato
dall'albero chiamato "Omutuba", il cui nome botanico d Ficus
Natalensis.

Tradizionalmente in Uganda il tessuto di corteccia veniva usato
esclusivamente per fabbricare gli abiti del re e della regina. A tale
scopo in Uganda ciascuna famiglia era obbligata ad avere i propri
alberi per il tessuto di corteccia, ciascuno dei quali poteva
produrre circa 50 rimozioni di colteccia.

LA PRODUZIONE DEL TESSUTO DI CORTECCIA

1. Quando l'albero d cresciuto, Io strato piit esterno o pelle della
corteccia viene rimosso o tagliato dall'albero (dall'alto verso il

basso). Dopo la rimozione della corleccia l'albero viene ricoperto
con foglie di banana per la sua protezione e per aumentare la

produzione di altra corteccia.

2. La corteccia dopo essere stata rimossa viene battuta sulla
superficie morbida usando del legno duro per stenderla, in modo
clod da espanderla e renderla sottile.

La corteccia viene essicata al sole per due giorni, assumendo
un colore marrone.


